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I. Course Description

This course introduces the history of the doctrines of creation and providence, as well as the interaction of the Christian faith with science. On the latter point, our chronological emphasis is on the last century, when neo-Darwinism and Relativity Theory settled in as the new orthodoxy. We survey two streams of thought: (1) Biblical (and theological) teaching on science and nature will be studied, from the perspective of creedal or “mere” Christianity, and the “divergence” of points of view after 1960.    (2) Scientific controversies in the areas of creation, evolution and intelligent design will occupy the bulk of the course, and will be surveyed especially in the post-1959 era when neo-Darwinism began its steady decline in plausibility.  With a special focus on  paradigm-shifts and paradigm-crises in biology, the course will profile (a) the scientific method, the “laws of nature,”  and the possibility of miracles, (b) discoveries from astronomy, physics, and chemistry touching on the notion of a designed “cosmos,” and (c) key findings in geology, and biology that have pushed the ID-vs-Darwinism debate to the center of Western culture.  
II. Performance Outcomes: (addressed to students in the class)  

A. You will locate the top seven passages in each of the Old and New Testaments concerning the “Creation/Providence” doctrine, and characterize the basic points and lineaments of those doctrine, along with the elegant “fit” of the Christian worldview as a uniquely science-supportive conception of reality.

B. You will identify and explain the philosophical problem of “defining science”—that is, the issue of “demarcation”--along with the parallel problem of "how science works."  Also, you will identify the unique contributions of major figures in this debate over the nature of science, such as Denton, Johnson, Dembski, Behe, Meyer, Wells, Ruse, Popper, Axe and Kuhn.

C. You will trace Christianity’s role in giving birth to modern science, the growing dominance of naturalism in science, and the major highlights in the development of biology, physics, geology, and astronomy that point to fine tuning as a major and unexpected pattern to be explained.

D. You will display a familiarity with developments in biology, biochemistry, geology, especially the systems of DNA, RNA, and protein molecules. You will also identify evidences and arguments on both sides of the creation/evolution debate, including fossil succession, transitional forms’ absence [abrupt appearance/stasis], the “icons of evolution” problem, the origin of life problem, and irreducible complexity.
E. You will characterize (define/describe) these fields: the history of science, the sociology of science, and the difference between various “empirical-evidential” branches of science and the social sciences.   You will define the “rhetoric of science,” and you will show how “narrative reasoning” and other aspects of rhetorical theory help explain the ongoing tensions and conflicts within science.
III. Methodology:

A. Lecture using PowerPoint, combined with discussion of thought questions, readings and video viewings, will be our primary method.

B. We will employ practice with DNA models, and will engage in impromptu “in class debates” on controversial points.  Video-recorded events (on DVD primarily) will be used.
IV. Requirements and Grading:

A. Required text covered in class is:  Darwin Strikes Back, by Thomas Woodward, which is available in Spanish as Darwin Contraataca.   The English edition is available on kindle.  Also recommended are Darwin’s House of Cards by Thomas Bethell, Darwin on Trial by Phillip Johnson, Signature in the Cell & Darwin’s Doubt by Stephen Meyer, and The Structure of Scientific Revolutions, by Thomas Kuhn.
B. Methodology:  You will the read key science articles and book chapters I provide--10 in all.   You will complete two books, one of which, Darwin Strikes Back, is discussed here.  (The Behe book and review paper are covered below). Students write a "concise journal paragraph" to record their completion of, and interaction with, each chapter or article among the class handouts, and also the 12 chapters of  Darwin Strikes Back.  Use the Log Sheet provided. Be sure to initial if the assignment was done 100%.  If partially done, put the percentage, then jot the paragraph on what you did read. Important:  Do not initial your blank or put a percentage until the paragraph is done. 
Off the Beaten Path: Journal entries, if you prefer, may be a chapter outline, or your own diagram that grows out of the chapter, or an application, or a devotional meditation on a new insight, or a discussion of a shocking fact.  Or, you may compose a praise chorus or poem, or a prayer that specifically relates to the chapter, or a picture or a cartoon. These ideas are the tip-of-the-iceberg; I encourage any such creativity. I will also provide questions for Darwin Strikes Back, if you prefer to simply answer my study questions.
There are 22 readings.  For each reading, the value of full completion is 10 points, and the value of the journal entry (or answer to my DSB study questions) is 10 points, or 20 potential. In effect, you have two “drops,” and the other 20 assignments constitute 400 points, or 40% of the course’s grade value.
C. Final Exam = 20%;  first test, on astronomy and physics, is 15%, the final is 15%.  The final exam will stress evolution/creation, but will also contain review questions on chemistry, geology and the philosophy of science. 
D. Behe Book Project = 20%   No later than the end of August, you are to complete the reading of Darwin’s Black Box (or another book, taken from the course’s “Alternate List” if the language barrier is an issue).   You will turn in a typed interaction paper in the form of a comprehensive Book Review, of 5-8  pages in length (1500-2400 words).   Put your word count in the heading of the paper.  I strongly suggest that you look at this book as a provocative and pivotal text in the history of the origins debate, that will get you thinking, even though you may not agree with all that Behe says.  Be sure to comment at least briefly on each chapter, especially the epilogue “Ten Years Later”!  (Those who already read DBB may substitute his The Edge of Evolution or his third book, Darwin Devolves.)
E. Class attendance and participation, is valued at 20%, and this includes a verification of having watched  “Flight: Genius of Birds” in English or Spanish.
V. Statement on Plagiarism, and Relation to College Goals

Students should be sure to cite any and all sources used in their writing.  Your responsibility, when you put your name on a piece of work, is to distinguish between what is yours and what is not, and to credit those who have in any way contributed. Failure to do so is plagiarism and will result in a zero value for the assignment that has this issue, and it could result in a failure of the course.
